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by Dr. Culler (one of the Committee on} Report was now taken up, and ordered to 
Statistics of Diseases and Deaths, &c.), on} be deposited in the archives of the Society ; 
‘* Vital Statistics,’’ based upon data obtained and the thanks of thé Society were voted 
from the United States Census; which, on} Dr. C. for his interesting analysis. 

motion of Dr. Arnold, was received and laid’ On motion of Dr. R. Q. Dickinson, it was 
on the table for the present. Resolved, That the plan proposed by the 

Dr. G. F. Cooper asked and obtained per- § Chairman of the committee on Empirical 
mission to read an Essay on the Diseases! Remedies for preventing the compounding 
of Perry and Vicinity, Houston Co. ; which, ! of such empirical remedies, be adopted by 
on motion of Dr. P. F. Eve, was received, } this Society. 
and ordered to be published with the Pro- 
ceedings of the Society. 

Dr. C. T. Quintard stated that he had a 
Report prepared by W. Nephew King, CLINICS. 
M. D., of Roswell, on the Medical Topogra- 
phy and Diseases of Roswell and Vicinity} Clinical Lectures on Diseases of the 
for the years ’50 and ’51, which, at his own} Rectum.— Delivered at University Col- 
instance, was not read, but referred to the} lege, by Richard Quain, Esq., F. R. S. 
Committee of Publication. (Continued from page 119.) A few words 

Dr. P. F,. Eve read a Report on Surgery, } respecting excision as applied to inter- 
which, on motion of Dr. Arnold, was re- nal hemogrhoids--a method of treatment 
ceived, and ordered to be published with the} which has been largely practised—before 
Transactions of the Society. I proceed to another part of our subject. 

Dr. H. F. Campbell, Chairman of Com-} Personally, I have no experience of this 
mittee on Surgery, read the Report of that} operation; but I will briefly refer to what 
Committee, which, on motion of Dr. Ar- has occurred respecting it in the practice of 
nold, was received, and ordered to be pub- two or three very eminent surgeons. You 

C4 
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lished with the Proceedings of the Society. will find in the lectures of Sir A. Cooper 
Dr. Quintard offered the following reso-an account of two cases in ‘which death 
lutions, which were unanimously adopted = resulted from the effect of the bleeding that 
Resolved, That Juriah Harriss, M. D., be} supervened upon the operation; and Sir B. 
requested to deliver an Address at the next} Brodie states that he very nearly iost two 
Annual Meeting of this Society, and that’ patients under the same circumstances. 
W. Gaston Bulloch, M. D., be eee Both these surgeons renounced the practice 
alternate. tafterwards. Baron Dupuytren, who always 
Resolved, That the City of Savannah be } removed the hemorrhoids with the scissors, 
selected as the place for holding the next! states that, after the operation, it is necessary 
Annual Meeting of this Society. to leave an assistant with the patient, in order 
It was, on motion of Dr. R. Q. Dickin-} that he may be ready to arrest the hemor- 
son, rhage. He used the heated iron to effect 
Resolved, That the members of this So- ; this object ; and so common was hemorrhage 
ciety, so far as is practicable, patronize such? in his practice, that he had special instru- 
druggists and apothecaries as refuse to vend ments constructed for this purpose--cautére 
and puff patent and secretly compounded } en haricot : cautére en roseau. Indeed, this 
medicines. surgeon seems to have been finally disposed 
Dr. R. D. Arnold offered the following $ to advise that the cautery should be used in - 
resolution, which was unanimously adopt- § every case at once after the excision of the 
ed:— tumour, as he had found that hemorrhage 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Society } requiring this means for its arrest had oc- 
be tendered to Dr. H. F. Campbell for his} curred in two-fifths of the cases operated on. 
interesting Address before them, and he be} There is, it must be remembered, this. bad 
requested to furnish a copy for publication peculiarity in the hemorrhage occurring in 
with the proceedings of this meeting. such cases, namely, that as the bluod is 
Dr. L. A. Dugas read a Report on New} prevented from escaping by the sphincter 
Remedies, which was ordered to be pub-} ani, the surgeon or his assistant, be he ever 
lished in the Transactions. so watchful, does not become aware that 
On motion of Dr. Arnold, Dr. Culler’s} hemorrhage is going on till the patient ei- 
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ther is rendered faint by the loss of blood, {the bleeding, which seemed arterial, was 
or has a desire to evacuate on account of easily restrained without a ligature. In 
the accumulation of this in the rectum. Sir; these cases, especially the latter, much pain 
A. Cooper, apprehensive in one case lest ; was felt in the evacuation from the bowels, 
his patient, who was an aged nobleman, ; and there was entire inability of sitting down 
should bleed, remained by him and applied; in the ordinary way. 

a ligature to the bleeding vessel, but not; (c) A lady, who had suffered for several 
(for the reason just mentioned) till after a} years, at intervals, from internal hemor- 
large quantity of blood had been lost, from ; rhoids and losses of blood, was relieved by 
the effect of which the patient died. This} the application of ligatures. But, at a later 


statement will explain, without further re- 
mark, why I have not had recourse to the 
operation in question. 

External Hemorrhoids. -- The cases 
which have hitherto been before us have 
all been examples of internal hemorrhoids, 





period, a small swelling formed externally, 
and continued fur eome time to be acutely 
painful. Upon examination, I found that 
pus issued from the upper part of the little 
swelling when this was pressed upon; and 
from the situation of the opening, and the 


that is to say, of vascular tumours covered } dependent position of the little sac, suppura- 
with the mucous membrane, and concealed } tion and suffering would have continued for 
from view till they are forced below the} a long space of time. I laid it completely 
sphincter ani. We shall now turn to the 
external variety, in which the tumour is of 
the same kind, but situated below the sphinc- 
ter, visible upon the surface without any 
change in position, and covered with skin. 
It is only to the peculiarities of condition 
and treatment that it is necessary to refer 
in this place; for the observations already 
made under the head of internal hemor- } attack of external hemorrhoids. 
rhoids, upon the causes of the disease, and ; (d) A gentleman of eminence in the scien- 
the constitutional state which induces or} tific world, having been engaged for some 
accompanies it, as well as upon the general ; months in preparing a work for the press, 
management, may be taken to apply equally; and therefore much confined to his desk, 
to the external variety. ; was attacked, almost without warning, with 
Many persons, when not quite well in’ pain and swelling near the anus. At each 
health or after some irregularity, whether} side there were prominent swellings, upon 
excess in living or a too sedentary life, are; which the skin was red, and immediately 
annoyed from time to time, and for a day or} beneath it there was an appearance of some 
two, with an itching and slight swelling, or’ serous effusion. The pain was extreme, 
with a slightly swollen and tender point near; accompanied with restlessness and want of 
the anus; and this commonly disappears ; sleep. The tongue was loaded ; the appetite 
spontaneously, leaving no trace behind. ; much impaired ; pulse but little accelerated. 
Other forms of the complaint, instead of} The sitting posture, in such a case, is quite 
being noticed in the abstract, may be illus- out of the question. The patient remained 
trated by the brief mention of actual cases. in bed. Leeches, followed by fomentation, 
(a) A professional gentleman called upon } and the application of spongio-piline squeezed 
me to be relieved from the annoyance occa- ; from hot water, were used. The medical 
sioned by a single small lump, which was | treatment was of the kind mentioned in the 
about the size of a marble, and was very’ first lecture 4s suitable to internal hemor- 
tender and hard. After drawing a small? rhoids. In a few days, nothing remained 
bistoury across the tumour, I turned out a? of the painful swellings but a little enlarge- 
clot of blood, and the patient went away to; ment and thickening of some of the folds of 
his avocations. ‘ skin that belong to that part. In this case 
(6) In another instance of a swelling of the; there was seen, what often occurs in this 
same kind in a female, there was some} disease, namely, a rapid, almost sudden, 
bleeding after I had laid it open. A large} change from suffering to the entire absence 
vein was observable creeping, beneath the} of this. The patient to-day is in bed, or on 
mucous membrane, down to this pile; but;a couch, with a painful tumour; and to- 


open, and prevented the adhesion of the 
; edges of the incision. 


The swelling soon 
; disappeared altogether. This was an ex- 
ample of abscess formed in the cavity of the 
hemorrhoid. 

There was but little constitutional dis- 
turbance in any of the preceding cases. 
That which follows exemplifies an acute 
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morrow, it may be, is abroad, and quite} hwmatoxyli and tincture of kino, together 
well. ; with enemata of starch and opium. In ten 
(e) An unmarried lady, otherwise in good } days, he left the hospital cured, so far as the 
health, had suffered for some years with} ; hemorrhoidal affection was concerned. The 
internal and external hemorrhoids, and the } j bleeding didnotreturn. It may be observed, 
former were, some time back, removed by } respecting this case, that I do not look upon 
ligature. Considerable pain, attended by? the diarrhoea as connected with the opera- 
inability to sit or walk (especially to sit), ;tion. It came on about five days after this, 
having been present for several months, she ; and the patient had been long suffering from 
desired to be relieved from this annoyance. } urganic disease. 
Under the skin three indurated masses are; From these brief sketches of cases illus- 
found at the margin of the anus, two being? trative of various phases of the disease, I 
partly blended together. From time to time } proceed to make some general observations ; 
these swellings have taken on inflammatory ; and it is to be understood that I shall dwell 
action, and then there is much distress. ni wale, as before stated, upon points which 
this account, the patient is the more anxious? are special or peculiar to external hemor- 
for permanent relief. After some prepara- } rhoids. 
tion, by the action of aperients, the tumours; The external hemorrhoids vary much in 
were removed. Held up with a pair of size, from a swelling little more than dis- 
‘* fenestrated’? forceps, the fold of skin and } cernible to a tumour the size of an egg. 
the contained tumour were excised with} When of any magnitude, they are a source 
a pair of scissors curved on the side. As} of much inconvenience on account of inter- 
one point bled smartly, a pin was passed } fering with the sitting posture, and when in 
obliquely through it, and a soft ligature was} any degree inflamed they are inconvenient 
turned over the end of the pin. An epia' for the same reason; and, moreover, they 
was given soon afier. The pin was with- j are then productive of much pain, especially 
drawn on the following day. There was} during the evacuation of the bowel. In the 
cedema in the integuments around, but this} inflamed state, the skin is at the same time 
soon subsided, and the recovery went on} affected, and every disease accompanied 
rapidly. with excited action in this part causes much 
(f) W. Galliome, aged 42, [Hospital suffering, owing no doubt to its organization. 
Case-book, No. 18], a person reported we: The distress, too, is augmented by the spas- 
be suffering from phthisis, and from Peed arenned action of the sphincter, which we 





lusses of blood by the bowel as well as by5 shall find usually accompanying irritation 
expectoration, was brought into the surgeon’s? or inflammation in its neighbourhood. It is 
wards, in November, 1850, in consequence } to the internal variety of hemorrhoids rather 
of profuse bleeding from the rectum, by >} than the external that the tendency to bleed- 
which he was reduced to a state of extreme} ing belongs. The comparative exemption 
depression. This case wil! be noticed only} of the latter from hemorrhage is probably 
so far as is necessary for our present purpose. } owing to the thicker and more solid covering 
I found blood issuing in a narrow continuous} of fhe skin; while the mucous investment 
jet from a round opening in the skin over a$ of the internal piles is in some cases exceed- 
hemorrhoidal tumour situated at one side of} ingly attenuated—so much so that the vas- 
the anus. Chloroform being administered, } cular growths seem bare, at the same time 
a double ligature was passed, the skin was? that these are subjected when prolapsed to 
divided quite through at eaeh side, and the} the strangulating effect of the sphincter: 
ends of the string were then tied in the} another reason for the hemorrhage. 

groove made through the integument. A} The acute inflammation of external hemor- 
draught, containing 30 minims of tinct. opii,} rhoids is treated as would be the same 
was givenintheevening. On the following} condition in other parts. To what I have 
day, the patient complained that the urine} said in a former lecture respecting the man- 
passed slowly, and this inconvenience con-} agement, general and local, of hemorrhoids 
tinued in a degree for a couple of days. ‘I‘he} in a state of inflammation, I would here only 
ligature came away between the fourth and} add that, as the suflering is 0 much greater 
fifth days after its application. ‘The patient} than the same amount ofinflammation would 
subsequently had a slight attack of diarrhcea, } excite elsewhere (except probably when the 
which was arrested with the decoctum$ eye and ear are concerned), you ought to be 
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especially careful in superintending the ar- and an assistant separates the nates, the 
rangement of the proper appliances. All }swelling, with its cutaneous covering, is 
the applications—the poultice, the spongio- } jesiend with a pair of suitable forceps, or a 
piline, and so forth, with their proper appli- } vulcellum, and the whole is removed in a 
cation and support—small matters as these ‘longitudinal fold, with a pair of firm scissors, 
may be regarded--are as much the care of {curved on the side and blunt at the end. 
the surgeon as the steps of a ‘‘great’’ | Caution is necessary as to the extent of skin 
surgical operation. So indeed is everything ‘that is removed, for if this should be too 
which tends to abridge the suffering of a ‘freely taken away, the orifice of the bowel 
patient. As the inflammation ends, the {may be narrowed so as to produce incon- 
veins shrink, and there is, after a first attack, venience afterwards. [For this reason, [ 
little other remains of the previous swelling }have, in a case where the tumours were 
than the fold of skin of, it may be, larger ; unusually large, turned back the skin before 
size than natural (Case d); but by repeated {proceeding to the extirpation; but to this 
attacks the twisted vessels are thickened {puint reference will again be made when 
and at the same time united into a lump by } ; prolapsus i is under our consideration. It is 
new deposit, and thus a permanent enlarge- ‘not allowable, in any case, to include in a 
ment is formed. ‘ligature the external hemorrhoid, together 

When a clot of blood is contained in a‘ withtheskin that covers it. Suchan vpera- 
large dilated vein, the termination will be {tion would give rise to extreme suffering, 
the same as that described in the last state- {and might even compromise the life ef the 
ment. The blood is gradually altered, be- ; patient. ‘The hemorrhage which usually 
comes adherent to the vessel; this is oblite- ; accompanies the operation may be arrested 
rated, and the whole shrinks into a small ‘in the usual manner, viz., by tying the little 
compass of little more than cellular structure. ‘arteries that bleed; but bleeding is liable 
The cure is expedited in this case by laying { {10 come on in an hour or two, or even later, 
the lump open. I do not, however, advise 3 and the application of a ligature at this time 
that the person should, even after this trifling ; is productive of great pain. The influence 
operation, be allowed to walk about, as in ‘ of the chloroform has then passed off; more- 
Case a. Hemorrhage to some extent may { over, it isin every way unpleasant, especially 
occur (Case 6); not indeed so as to be a}in private practice, or in the case of female 
source of uneasiness, but still enough to give { patients, to have to return to an operation. 
the appearance of bleeding in the dress of ;It is on these accounts that I have sought 
the patient, or to cause inconvenience, even ‘to avoid the need of any further process, by 
faintness, in a delicate person. ‘passing at once a pin through the bleeding 

The little abscess which forms in ccn- ‘ part, and over the ends of this a few turns 
nection with external hemorrhoids will ; of ligature with sufficient tightness to control 
sometimes continue a long time unhealed if } hemorrhage—using, | in fact, ‘‘a point of 
left to itself. It is to be freely laid open {interrupted suture.’’ A scrap of lint is 
(Case c,) or the little swelling, when it is {inserted in the wound, if it be desired to 
the only disease, may be removed altogether prevent immediate union. The pin is with- 
with a pair of scissors. It must be re- {drawn in twenty-four or forty-eight hours. 
membered, that-any meddling with even} When first led to have recourse to this 
such small swellings as have been here ;expedient by the necessities of a particular 
adverted to, is attended with much pain; }case, in which I performed the operation 
and anything that is to be done must be {with but little assistance—a nervous lady 
done with full preparation against failure ‘being the patient—I used the harelip pin 
from the restlessness of the patient. The {in common use, but since then I have had 
use of chloroform may be required, even} one constructed for the purpose. This is 
for these small operations, in some nervous } blunt at both ends, has a movable point, 
persons. like the harelip pin formerly used, and a 

The removal of the hemorrhoids is render- ‘ hole or eye at one end, into which a thread 
ed necessary by the inconvenience of the ‘is inserted to assist the removal of the pin. 
tumour, or by the frequent recurrence of { The object is, that this should not prick the 
increased swelling. The plan of the opera- integument in the neighbourhood--gathered 
tion is as follows: While the patient lies ‘in, as all is here, with the sphincter—and 
on one side upon the edge of abed orcouch, ‘that it may be withdrawn, even though 
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hidden when the parts are swollen with the{ Hemorrhoids complicated with other Dis- 
cedema which follows the operation. To‘ ease.—So far, the hemorrhoid has been con- 
facilitate its removal, the pin is to be inserted ‘ sidered as existing without any other serious 
as much in a longitudinal direction as possi- } ailment, except such as might be regarded 
ble. ‘as a consequence or an ordinary accompani- 
In the works of some writers of authority : ment of the disease of the rectum; we shall 
will be found strong objections to the use | close this part of our subject with an inquiry 
of the ligature in the treatment of hemor- {into the proper mode of proceeding when 
rhoids, and in other works objections equal- ‘disease affecting some important organ 
ly strong are raised against excision. The‘ exists at the same time with that in the 
observations I have made will lead you to; bowel. From the oldest times it has been 
the conclusion, that my own objection to{acommon belief, if not a medical dogma, 
each of these means is of the strongest kind, } that losses of blood under the circumstances 
unless when used in the form of the disease ; just indicated are salutary; that, at all 
to which it is adapted--excision being in-; events, they prevent matters from getting 
applicable to the internal hemorrhoid, and } worse as regards the disorders we suppose 
the ligature to the external. But, if means} to exist elsewhere, and ought not to be 
should be taken to prevent the evils of these { arrested. For all such general impressions 
operations respectively, namely, hemor- or traditions in the profession, there is, we 
rhage in the former, and inclusion of the} are inclined to believe, some reasonable 
skin in the latter, then the objection falls; foundation; and yet we ought not, in a 
to the ground. Accordingly, the internal} matter of such great importance, to be 
hemorrhoid may with safety be excised—-} guided merely by impressions, however 
snipped away with a pair of scissors, if the ; generally they may be entertained. Our 
pin I have before described be inserted, and conclusions ought to be drawn from facts— 
a thread drawn over it, so as to guard} from cases carefully observed and put to- 
against bleeding. With the string attached! gether. I apprehend that the opinion en- 
to it, the pin is to be drawn away in two or} tertained respecting the healthful influence 
three days. Thesame end may be attained of fluxes of blood aruse and continued to be 
by various other means. So likewise the; strongly held, when the abstraction of blood 
external hemorrhoid may be tied without ill was largely used as a remedy for actual 
consequence, provided the skin be com- disease. I well remember, when I began 
pletely divided in the track of the heaase it climb the first ‘‘ rounds’’ of the pro- 
before this is drawn tight, in the manner; fessional ladder, that no small portion of my 
exemplified in the case of Galliome (f)} time was engaged in bleeding—venesection 
above narrated. or phlebotomy, and arteriotomy, as the 
Other means than those recommended in} operations were called—and few patients 
these lectures have been used for the removal having any appearance of excited action 
of hemorrhoids, viz., the actual cautery and: about them escaped without being ‘“‘let 
a mineral acid—the nitric acid. The latter blood.’’ But the practice of the profession, 
I believe to be auseful application. I wonaeeh this regard, has been much changed ; 
often found it so in the treatment of some; and now a dresser is seldom called upon 
forms of nevus; but, asI donot like changing ; to use his lancet, except, perhaps, for the 
from what I have long found an effective} purpose of opening an abscess. Leeches, 
and safe plan of treatment, I have not hither- { indeed, are applied, and the cupper is in 
. to used the acid, or any similar application, ; requisition at times, but the lancet is com- 
for the cure of hemorrhoids. As regards} paratively little resorted to. May it not be, 

the actual cautery, I am desirous to mention, ‘then, that impressions which have come 

that a very ingenious method of applying it; down to us from a period when the large 

has lately been introduced by Mr. Marshall, ; abstraction of blood as a remedy for disease 

of this hospital ; and whenever it is desired} was considered necessary, should require 

to remove hemorrhoids by this process--{ revision when the opinion and practice in 

i. e., by searing them off—I am satisfied § this respect have been much modified? I 

that Mr. Marshall’s plan is the most con-} would not imply that the prevailing im- 

venient form of effecting the object. Accord- pression respecting discharges of blood 

ing to this plan, the wires which are used are } should, because of the change in opinion 

heated by means of a galvanic battery. ales to, be uwecessarily erroneous; I 
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would merely suggest that the question we j De. Arnott, geome years ago. They were 
are engaged in discussing must be decided { both under his observation and professional 
irrespectively of any general notion by re- 1 develon before that time, and they have 
ference to observation only. But much{been so since then. To him I owe an 
caution is required in removing all sources ; account of their condition since the hemor- 
of error, as well as insufficiency from ob- {rhoidal disease was removed, as well as 
servations, in order to make them useful ; previously to the operation. 
for our purpose. Take an example: I Internal Hemorrhoids attended with 
had known a young lady from the earliest { Losses of Blood and Pain—Frequent He- 
age, who, when she grew up, became much } patic Derangement—Jaundice—Erysipelas 
distressed with bleeding hemorrhoids and ;—Report of Health 74 years after Cure of 
constipation. She often had at the same } Hemorrhvids.—Mrs. , a lady of florid 
time a loud barking cough. Her chest was‘ complexion, now aged about 65, who had 
rather narrow, but there was no loss of flesh, i been suffering for some years with frequent 
and she possessed a good deal of strength {attacks of internal hemorrhoids, accom- 
and vigour. Distressed, however, by the ; panied with prolapsus and bleeding, came 
frequent recurrence of bleeding from the { under my observation in the summer of 
hemorrhoids, and pain as well, she applied { 1844, when this note was made of her case. 
to an eminent surgeon in a metropolitan!—The return of the prolapsed bowel is 
city, and the hemorrhoids were removed. j always difficult, and attended with much 
Afterwards the loud cough continued and ‘suffering, and the patient is confined to her 
increased, and in three years from the {bed for a considerable period during the 
cessation ‘af the bleeding from the rectum, ; hemorrhoidal attacks. 
this lady died of phthisis. These are facts,? This lady is very subject to fulness and 
and all that are known to me as bearing ; giddiness of the head, and this distress sub- 
upon the history of the illness; but, with ‘ ‘sides when the hemorrhoidal discharge 
ouly such a statement of the facts, we cannot ;comes on. She has likewise often had 
draw any inference from the case. All the {erysipelas of the head and face. The he- 
circumstances intermediate to the surgeon’s { patic function, too, has been frequently 
operation and the active development of)deranged; and more than once there has 
phthisis are wanting. Moreover, we do not } been complete jaundice. Such was the 
know, from any well-observed exemple, | history of the case, not at a remote period, 
‘that the loss of blood will prevent the active } but immediately before the treatment of the 
growth of tubercular disease, any more than { hemorrhoidal disease. 
it would cure it, or influence it in any stage} Upon examination of the rectum after it 
of its progress. In short, cases, to be of} had been prolapsed by the «ction of an 
service for our present object, must kane apelin, several hemorrhoids were found 
been well known before the arrest of the ! projecting from it. As it was evident to 
hemorrhoidal discharge, and must be under; Dr. Arnott and myself that, unless this 
observation and control during some con- ; malady was relieved, the patient must re- 
siderable time afterwards. But to obtain } main liable to very frequent returns of sufler- 
the history of such is a matter of difficulty. {ing, which lately had continued for long 
In an hospital, the operation is performed, } periods, and to all the depression of health 
and the patient iscommonly not seen again; that must result from this, as well as from 
or, if he should again come under the notice } losses of blood, we decided upon removing 
of the surgeon, it is probably after exposure {the hemorrhoids, in so far as might be ne- 
to circumstances which in themselves are { cessary to prevent prolapsus of the mucous 
sufficient to produce disease, apart from all : akan But it was thought prudent to 
reference to the previous hemorrhoidal affec- ; proceed cautiously with the operati®n, in 
tion. From this it follows that the means } consideration of the disordered state of the 
of arriving at assured conclusions in the { patient’ssystem. Accordingly, on the 13th 
experience of any one person must be scanty ; { June, two double ligatures were applied ; 
but every contribution towards this result { and in a month after (11th July), as, 
has its value. i though a decided improvement had taken 
So much being premised, I will now read ; place, there was still some remains of pro- 
brief abstracts of two cases which I saw in { lapsion, two more were used. 
consultation with my distinguished friend, { Since that time the patient has had, at 
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intervals, attacks of her old head-complaint, { for preventing hemorrhage. This lady has, 
and the application of a few leeches has, on; since the operation, been wholly free from 
more than one occasion, formed part of the } hemorrhage, and she has not suffered any 
treatment resorted to by her physician. } inconvenience in the situation of the hemor- 
Under his advice, she has abstained wholly ‘ rhoids, except once, and to a slight amount, 
from the use of ordinary stimuli, The relief‘a couple of years ago. Notwithstanding 
afforded by the treatment of the hemorrhoids ' the presence of the ovarian tumour, and the 
has been complete, in so far as this malady ‘effect it might be supposed calculated to 
in itself is concerned, and, what is very {exercise in inducing a return of the hemor- 
material, the stoppage of the discharges of ‘rhoidal complaint, her health is now good, 
blood has not been attended with any inju- ¢(Jan. 1852). Moreover, the ovarian disease 
rious effect to countervail this benefit. After ;has not increased in size during the five 
the lapse of nearly eight years from the {years that have elapsed since the removal 
operation, the lady is now (January, 1852) } of the hemorrhoids, and therewith the entire 
in comparatively good health. suppression of the discharge of blood. It 
Ovarian Tumour—Hemorrhoids, with | should be stated that the menstrual function 
Losses of Blood, Cured—No increase of still continues in a healthy state. 
Ovarian Disease—Report five years after} Comments on the foregoing cases are 
Treatment.—A lady, now arrived at about {scarcely necessary, and I will only shortly 
the age of 50 years, had long been annoyed § say, respecting the management of cases in 
with hemorrhoids, accompanied with pain- } any degree similar, that if the hemorrhoidal 
ful prolapsion and discharges of blood ; and; } complaint be in itself a source of distress, 
though a person of very strong mind, she jand the bleeding take place in an amount 
was, in consequence, pale, nervous, and}to impair health, the resort to treatment 
anxious. ‘There was also an ovarian tu- } with a view to its removal isrequired. But 
mour, which, when I saw the patient, ! the patient must be afterwards well watched, 
(April, 1847,) was as large as an ostrich’s;the diet regulated, stimulants in a great 
egg. The latter disease had been then in} measure if not wholly disallowed; and if 
existence for ten years. For a period of} any inflammatory disease should arise, the 
between two and three years the tumour | abstraction of blood will probably be requisite 
had been steadily increasing in size; but }in circumstances in which otherwise it would 
Dr. Arnott had had pressure applied over it } not be thought necessary. 
with a very ingeniously contrived apparatus, 
and the arrest of its growth, which took 


place before my assistance was required, } 

was believed by the patient to have been} SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
the effect of the treatment. OF MEDICAL QUACKERY. 

The hemorrhoids were both within and ! 

without the sphincter. It was from those} Report of the Committee of the Medical 
in the former position that the bleeding | Society of the State of Georgia on Empiri- 
proceeded. Three ligatures were applied, {cal Remedies.—The relationship sustained 
with the effect of preventing the prolapsion {by Empiricism to Medical Science is in- 
and hemorrhage. But subsequently, the {deed a pertinent one. As vice persists 
inconvenience arising from the subcutane- { contrarious to virtue, so these two counter- 
ous tumours being such as to prevent the } vailing systems, in a moral sense, advance 
patient from sitting with comfort, and still {at variance; the one retarding the great 
more from riding in her carriage without ; interests of humanity, the other counter- 
much distress, even though she had been ; acting its pernicious sway ; the former but 
provided with pillows and other suitable { one unconscionable’ scheme for coining 
additions to the carriage cushion, three {guilty gain, the latter blest with divinity 
external hemorrhoids were excised, and ‘of purpose—the perfection of Science, and 
pins with the ligatures were at once ~ exercise through indiscriminate and 
in the places of two of these, in which there § self-sacrificing benevolence. Thus having 
was active bleeding from small arteries. ; defined its position to be at enmity with the 
The pins were removed on the following } generous design universally contemplated 
day. This, I may add, was the first case in} in the prosecution of all pure wisdom, we 
which I resorted to the use of this expedient ! would consider charlatanry in the manner 
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of its existence, and study the best, most { prompts to prey upon misfortune. Thus, 
practicable, and efficient means for its sup- {in the nature of the case, there exist here 
pression. ‘wen facilities, and greater inducements for 

In considering the varied pursuits of life ‘imposition, than can be found elsewhere. 
embraced in the grand reciprocating sys-{ It is remarkable that the popular mind is 
tem of business operating throughout the ‘ more in darkness and error concerning the 
world, we find quackery the inevitable ‘true principles of medical philosophy than 
concomitant of all human enterprise--a ; in any other sphere of knowledge apper- 
pretender to the success of genuine worth, ‘taining to the welfare of mankind—more 
assuming but the outward similitude of ex- ; insight into other sciences being commonly 
cellence to mislead the ignorant and un.- ‘attained in general education. This being 
wary, for the accomplishment of its mer- ;80 profound and complicated a system of 
cenary designs--a veritable ‘‘ wolf in sheep’s ; learning, depending upon a just appreciation 
clothing !”’ {of so many intricate branches of science, 

In all the walks of science, there are none | and of the mutual dependencies and indis- 
in which it enjoys so protean a character of | pensable connections between them, that 
existence, or has attained so high a degree popular notions of medicine are mostly 
of perfection and refinement, asin medicine. { either erroneous deductions from a limited 
Nor is there one in which the rank weed | amount of information, or are imbibed from 
vegetates with more choking luxuriance the declarations of charlatanry: which lat- 
than in this. Here, it springs forth a huge, / ter are more easily comprehended and ap- 
imposing stalk, overgrown by cultivation, | propriated by the ignorant. Thus, the mass 
branched and foliaged, and blooming in al- {of mankind are not capable of discriminat- 
most irresistible similitude with the genuine {ing between the true physician and the 
growth. Or, rather—organizing into a spe- ; plausible quack, or of judging concerning 
cious philosophy, with laws to goverp and {the merita of their respective systems of 
intensely elaborated theories to vindicate its { medication. This cause also operates fa- 
policy—it assumes the well-feigned dignity ; vourably for medical imposture general- 
of a perfect system of scientific truth. ly. 

And here we find to flourish its every; The class of diseases termed incurable, 
grade of development, from the more re- {and which, in the present stage of therapeu- 
fined and plausible accomplishment of a ‘tical knowledge, must so be considered, and, 
pseudo-medical philosophy, down to the }for aught we can divine, must ever so re- 
most odious species of medical imposture. { main, furnishes a fertile field for the cultiva- 

It is but natural to inquire here into the j tion of all varieties of empiricism. When 
source of so great an evil—to investigate i science, proudly scorning to dissemble, de- 
the conditions which may operate as de- } fines the limits of her sway, then quackery, 
termining causes in the production of so‘! tempted of so rich a revenue, usurps the 
untoward a result as this commingling of / undisputed province. 
medicine, more than of any other system of | We have thus attempted a partial analy- 
truth, with its appropriate forms of empiri- isis of the peculiar and necessary relation- 
cism, so as always to require the discrimi. {ships of medical science, which circum- 
nation of the adept to decide concerning the / stances we conceive to be sufficient to exert 
merits of their respective pretensions. {a determining agency in placing the com- 

The institution of Medicine is founded i in ‘ parative ascendency of quackery in this, 
an effort of man’s intellectual powers for {above that of any other engagement of life. 
the relief or mitigation of the infirmities} And such influences, although apparently 
allotted to man’s physical estate. Hence, {remote and indeterminate, must conduce 
this relation places him in an attitude of de- { ultimately to the origin and maintenance of 
pendence upon the varied attributes of hu- Sits varied and numerous modes of manifest- 
man nature, that unparalleled incongruity of | ation, from the elimination and exhibition 
turbidness and purity of design. Here we {of those dainty dogmas so well calculated 
have humanity in its weakest, most unforti- /to captivate the capricious and the fanciful, 
fied position—overcome by disease, a sup- {down to the emission and appropriation of 
pliant for relief to all who profess to hold in i those vile products annually issued in mil- 
hand the reins of its infirmities—an easy | {lionary swarms, for a more universal appli- 
spoil for those of its kind, whom avarice ;cation, and which are dignified by their 
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worthy authors as ‘‘ patent cures,’’ and by { into a more acceptable form. Next, it is 
us stigmatized as ‘“‘ Empirical Remedies.” necessary to attract popular attention to the 
It is the latter class that it is our duty; adjusted bait—and some most startling 
here particularly to consider. phrase, wrought out of flaming words, is 
Of all the heteroclitic systems of popular ; appended to it for a name; and upon the 
medication, this one weighs more heavily ; merits of this name depends, in a great 
upon our profession, as a responsibility, than; ; Measure, the future prospect for success. 
any other—as it is more generally prevalent ; “Deap Snot’? and “ Patn-KILLerR’”’ are 
in all classes of society, and from its nature ‘ terms of irresistible import to the popular 
possessed of greater malignity of power in;comprehension. And such phrases are in 
its operation. It is the physician’s lot alone ; so great demand, that the language has been 
to be able to fathom the depth of so pro- {completely drained of all the heroic terms 
found a mischief. And who can appreciate § which might be pressed into this illegiti- 
its portentous character as a growing evil, { mate and unhallowed service; so much so 
without being shocked and pained at its too’ that the more recent conscriptions are but 
palpable significance? From the Position ; far- fetched and insignificant expressions, 
awarded him, by right of his education in ‘which fall with forced but feeble enuncia- 
the premises, he can survey, as an arbiter {tion on the public ear. Such is the latest 
of human — and — Wh field of worth ei —, m — of empiricism 
interest, and scan with a knowing eye the ; against pain. e ‘* Pain-Stopper,’’ we 
conflicting agencies which are warring upon ; apprehend, has fallen stillborn into light, 
it. By virtue of his office, too, there ch ved want of a nomenclatural vitality. And 
poses in him the only hope of worried here, we may inquire if the discovery, by 
this mighty evil, by delivering society, the ; our science, of her several anesthetic agents, 
dupe of fraud, from the degrading and peri- { might not have aroused the spirit of emula- 
lous thraldom into which its ignorance and ; tion in her evil genius, which has prompted 
credulity have betrayed it. It devolves ' her to summon up to her aid the ‘‘Pain- Kill- 
upon us, then, to search out its canses, to; er,” ‘* Pain-Extractor,”’ ‘* Pain-Eradica- 
discover the agencies which are tributary to; tor,’’ ‘‘Pain-Stopper,”’ &c. &c.—in her 
its support and success, and devise, if possi- ; recent foray upon this important quarter ? 
ble, some sure means for their removal or} The system of publication, which consti- 
—— , tes ea tutes so oe : auxiliary in the 
t may not be considered inapposite, first, } economy of this species of commerce, is no 
to notice a few of the artful devices which ; less imposing in its artful design and elabo- 
characterize the policy of the ‘‘nostrum rate and comprehensive inditement than is 
trade.” The rationale of this system of ; the scheme of its nomenclature. Every one 
quackery, and of its prosecution upon so; is made familiar, through the columns of 
ouce-parincl ak acme Geert: Sager aeeeaieamen st gaara 
where indolence and avarice incite the mind ; sive to reason—with which these unscrupu- 
to conjure up some royal road to fortune, it ; lous mountebanks are accustomed to inflate 
requires but little penetration and reasoning ‘the astounding attributes of their noxious 
for the adventurer to perceive, that in the { panaceas. In addition to the prostitution 
extensive sphere of popular dupeability, he $ sof the columns of almost every daily and 
is presented with an inviting theatre for’ ? weekly gazette throughout the country, by 
profitable speculation. The success of pre- ? the introduction of paragraphs fraught with 
decessor nostrum- dealers tempts him to ; subtle chicanery and enormous mendacity, 
embark in a traffic whose capital is but the ; society in every condition is besieged by the 
outlay of truth and honour; whose perqui- audacious obtrusion of their lying placards, 
site is easy gain. Hence, to determine upon : handbills, circulars, and every variety of 
some ei oni to embody ni dis- ee i adapted to the com- 
seminate the nefarious project is the pur- ? prehension of every class ; or shrouded in a 
pose, it matters little whether it be a viru- ; maze of unintelligible jargon of misapplied 
lent poison (if not too rapid a one), or aor misquoted medical technicalities, which 
harmless confection, some convenient or;never fail to secure, through the magic 
palatable nostrum is produced, either ori- : power of mystery, the faith and advocacy of 
ginally, or from a stolen formula vamped : their illiterate and superstitious victims. 





SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF MEDICAL QUACKERY. 135 
For example, ‘‘ Bristol’s Sarsaparilla Cir- } tohis unwarrantable representations. These 
cular’’ presents the report of a very formi-}are often to be regarded as completive of 
dable case of ‘‘Serrum Nost,’’ miraculously; the one consistent scheme of fraud—the 
cured by this infallible drug. ‘ product of an extension of the same inge- 
Another mode of quack advertisement ;nsity and falsity pervading the whole pro- 
worthy of notice, as an instance of high? cedure; having, in many instances, forged 
attainment in accomplished artifice and} to them names of the most indubitable in- 
cratty ingenuity, is the construction of the} tegrity of professional honour; or names 
‘‘ Family Almanac,’’ which is a compilation $ which, perhaps, have long since existed only 
of nostrum advertisements, almanac intelli- in the office of a pure and irreproachable 
gence, and reports of wonderful cures; in-? memory. But, alas! they too often may 
terspersed with glaring wood-cut carica- } triumph in the sanction of a genuine, a liv- 
tures of the hideous lineaments of dire dis- $ ing authenticity. 
ease, so skilfully intermingled as unavoidably ; Having determined what are the agencies 
to arrest the attention and curiosity of every} which lend their influence to the further- 
reader. ; ance of so deplorable an evil, this brings us 
Finally, the operation of controlling and ; to consider who are the abettors of this per- 
vitiating the public mind by the sophistry; nicious vice. It appears, from no incon- 
and falsehood of charlatanry, represents the} siderable inquiry, that this serious charge, 
principal exercise of this pernicious busi-} strange to say, is most unanimously pre- 
ness. And when success will warrant, it ferred against those whose positions in the 
is dealt in to almost an incredible amount} community would entitle them to be styled 
of expenditure. It is estimated that the} the governing intelligences of the popular 
notorious Morrison appropriated, between?’ mind, as they are those whose intellectual 
the years of 1830 and 1844, the enormous’ pursuits in life should command for them 
sum of $540,000 to the advertisement of his } the deference due to an enlightened discri- 
nostrum. mination. Thus, the clerical, the editorial, 


The evil influence exerted upon society 


by such a perversion of the controlling 
energies of the public press, is necessarily 
deeply felt, wherever such an abuse is tole- 


rated. It appears to have been appreciated 
by the French government, when, in 1846, 
an ordinance was issued in Paris, and every 


and the medical professions are principally 
condemned, as being participes criminis in 
this unworthy enterprise. 

The clergy are proverbially the support- 
ers of quackery, and appéar to evince a par- 
ticular approbation of secret or ‘“‘ patent 
cures,”’ in preference to medical aid derived 


city throughout the kingdom, ‘‘ that no bills; from a more Jegitimate source, should we 
or placards announcing the treatment of any } judge from the frequency with which re- 
disease by particular individuals, or the sale ; verend names are to be found appended to 
of any particular medicines, should be post- } laudatory certificates in their favour. But 
ed on the walls, or otherwise exposed to} this prima facie evidence, we are persuaded, 
public view; and, further, that none of the; leads to too harsh a decision in this case. 
public newspapers should insert any such} For when we consider the moral capacity 
announcements in their advertisements or} of the empiric, to compass any means ne- 
otherwise.’”’ How wise and efficient pa petinen for the attainment of his ends, and 
measure was this for the protection of the’ the desirable character of such testimony 
commonwealth ! from the confidence generally imposed in 

All the mancuvring diplomacy of the? the members of this profeasion for integrity 
nostrum-vender, in concerting his pretences $ and intelligence, we are prepared to make a 
favourably for public acceptance, however? liberal allowance in their behalf. But, we 
plausible and inviting, would often be re- would not excuse those of this order, who, 
garded with much of suspicion and discredit, ' from weakness, ignorance, or conceit, in a 
especially by the more discerning, were’ craven spirit of compliance, or through a 
they not substantiated by the indorsement blind obsequiousness to the claims of de- 
of some more accredited authority. Hence? signing flattery, do thus compromise the 
it is a great desideratum with him to pro- dignity of their high calling and prove re- 
cure, by some means or other, testimonials / creant to the cause of truth and the inte- 
of high-sounding name and respectability,{rests of humanity. These, though they 
to furnish a semblance of truth and dignity § need our pity, demand our reprobation. 
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It is everywhere complained, ‘‘that the of the medical profession. We are prone 
public press, the mind-governing power of to fegard quackery, in its wide-spread 
the masses, venal and prostitute, is the and rapidly increasing operation, with a 
mercenary of charlatan impostors, aiding bearing of complaisant regret and supine 
them to prey on society, to corrupt morals, ‘ resignation, as a necessary and inevitable 
and to disseminate falsehood.”’* This, in. eyent. 
effect, appears to be sadly true! But why} And thus, by an easy gradation, some 
is itso? The press, the passive medium of. attain to a lenient forbearance, and finally 
communication, subservient to the wishes, acquiescence in its polluting embrace. We 
the interests, the welfare of society, opens daily allow instances of its pernicious and 
its impartial columns and wide-extended oftentimes murderous enactments to pass 
circulation for promulgating information unchallenged and unimproved, for its ex- 
purporting to contribute to the benefit of posure and conviction. Such is an instance 
inankind. What if the charlatan should , of neglect of the measures which might be 
there obtrude his claims—extol the efficacy, | wielded in its opposition, and which in itself. 
the advantages of his medication, giving it may be considered reprehensible in us, as 
currency under a counterfeit exposition of ; the proper guardians of the hygienic inte- 
the laws of health and disease, which he’ rests of the community. But the offence of 
artfully drafts in accordance with the un. delinquency may be regarded as of incon- 
educated appreciation of the non-medical ; siderable moment, when compared with the 
mind 2? Can we look to the editor, in this ; more glaring evidences of disregard and in- 
case, to decide upon the injurious qualities | fraction of the very fundamental and neces- 
of the drug—so well testimonialized as it , sary requisitions implied in the terms of 
generally is; or to determine the hetero- ‘ our professional morality, and of which so 
doxy of thg principles set forth? Can we; many, who claim legitimacy in the Hippo- 
expect him to appreciate the intimate rela- ; cratic lineage, are to be found guilty. For 
tionships of remedial means to the intricate ; there are many among us who testimonial- 
derangements in the economy of the human ; ize for quacks, or who are engaged in the 
organism? Physicians, the proper judicia- ; sale of their nostrums, or who, without as- 
ries, have not essayed to gainsay them, ; certaining their composition, prescribe them 
and our silence is interpreted by the edit- {in their practice; and there are still some 
or—as by the people—as an evidence of ; who are so fallen and degenerate as to have 
admission, if not approbation, of the paess Beste themselves from the profession, 
and truth of the system. He himself is’ and forfeited their claims to its respecta- 
duped and errs unwittingly. It is true that bility and privileges, by enlisting in the 
he is paid for such advertisements—so is he noey of quackery, with a shameless avow- 
well paid for advertising generally. But his; al of their authorship or proprietorship of 
columns are alike epen to the advocacy of }some secret or patent drug. These are 
true medical science, and the exposure of ‘ certainly potent influences derived from the 
the fraud and subversion of the influence of § medical profession, which eminently con- 
quackery ; and it but remains for us to em- tribute to the support of this evil, and which 
ploy them. ‘in its members are more inexcusable, inas- 

It is generally urged, and with a humiliat- much as it is not in every case that they can 
ing degree of justice, that in the laxity and | honestly plead ignorance as an amelioration 
corruptness of the ethical condition of our § of their crime. 
own profession, there obtains a dominant} The aid contributed by the apothecary, 
influence for countenancing and promoting } in the exposure and sale of nostrums, like- 
the production and employment of quack } Wise furnishes a considerable influence to- 
and patented remedies. And here, we are } Wards the success of this business. And 
constrained to acknowledge, that, whether § Some, not satisfied with the fair profits of so 
from dereliction of duty in neglecting the § lucrative an agency, must play a more active 
employment of efforts necessary for com- ; and extensive part in the speculation. Many 
bating the evil, or from an actual instru- ‘a physician’s valuable formula is made sub- 
rnentality in its cause, the burthen of the } Servient to this perverted purpose, being set 


offence weighs decidedly within the pale (off with ad captandum name, and adorned 
with every quack embellishment of which 


* Prof. S. Jackson—Medical Reform. ’a drug is susceptible, with specific directions 
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for use, and confident recommendations, as } ing Committee in this body, whose duty it 
the cure of all incurable diseases. { shall be, with the assistance of the general 
This is, at least, a compromise of the re- { Society, to collect and publish, as far as 
ciprocating relationship they sustain to our i practicable, through the popular channels of 
profession, to say nothing of the arrant pre- } intelligence, all the instances of the perni- 
sumption and intrinsic immorality of the {cious effects, resulting from the employ- 
proceeding. (ment of empirical remedies, which may 
Lastly, the very foundation of all empiri- }come under the observation of the So- 
cal systems, and more especially of quackery } ciety—for the advisement of the people. 
in this form, and its greatest sustaining in- } 2. Let it be the duty of said Commit- 
fluence, may be referred to the construction {tee to present a Report of the facts, thus 
and operation of the administrative regula- ‘collected, at the Annual Meetings of the 
tions of our country, in their bearing upon? American Medical Association; soliciting 
this point. Here, indeed, is its stronghold— } their recommendation of such a plan to the 
the grand constitutional basis on which it is several State Medical Societies and Asso- 
founded ; from which it has derived its ori- ; ciations of the Union—for the purpose of 
gin and derives its existence, and upon which } accumulating evidence sufficient for the ar- 
it depends for protection and encourage- | raignment of this injurious system as a 
ment. The existence and exercise of the } national grievance. And for this Commit- 
patent law, in its application to remedial { tee to solicit, also, the interference of the 
agents. guarantee the legality and consti- ; National Association, as the highest Medi- 
tutionality of the system. Besides encourag- { cal Intelligence, in memorializing the Na- 
ing the production, by protecting the right { tional Congress, as the highest legislative 
of manufacturing and vending these com- { authority of our country, for the abolition 
pounds, the exercise of this law does much } of that portion of the ‘ Patent Law”’ refer- 
in prejudicing the popular mind in their fa- { ring to secret remedies, and petitioning the 
vour—as a patent is received as an assurance { suppression and prevention of such medi- 
of the superior, tested qualities of the drug. }cines by whatever additional measures 
The difficulty of concerting any plan of} which that authority may deem proper to 
prosecution, which would promise success | adopt—the evidence of the joint Report of 
in remedying this important evil—so ort several State Committees being ad- 
tensively prevalent and securely established | duced as the reasonable apology for such an 
as it is in our country—must be apparent to } application. 
every one. It would seem that the adop- ROBERT CAMPBELL, M.D., 
tion of measures which would meet it in Chairman. 
all the conditions of its existence (if it were; Aucusta, Ga., April 14, 1852. 
possible to devise them), and which would 
operate gradually, but certainly for the re- 
moval of the causes on which it depends, 
would furnish the only hope of a successful MEDICAL NEWS. 
encounter. 
Jt is evident that the principal elements DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
of its existence consist in, Ist. The general 
ignorance pervading the public on all medi- } American Medical Association.—At the 
cal subjects; and 2d. The imperfect and ; Meeting of the Association held at Rich- 
indiscreet arrangement of the legislative ;mond, Va., May, 1852, the undersigned 
regulations of this country concerning sub- {were appointed a Committee to receive 
jects of medical interest. voluntary communications on medical sub- 
Any arrangement to operate successfully ; jects, and to award two prizes of $100 each 
must first secure great concert of energetic | to the authors of the two best essays. 
action in the profession, and the engage-; Each communication must be accompa- 
ment of its most influential authorities. | nied by a sealed packet, containing the 





The plan which we would respectfully ; name of the author, which will be opened 
suggest for your consideration, and which, ; only in the case of the successful competi- 
in our humble opinion, appears to meet the { tors. Unsuccessful communications will be 
two most prominent indications presented is: ; returned on application, after the lst of 

1. The establishment of an efficient Stand- } June, 1853. 
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Communications must be addressed (post- ; the title implies, low, and requiring, for the 
paid) to the Chairman of the Committee, { most part, to be filled up to protect it against 
Dr. Joseph M. Smith, 56 Bleecker Street, } inundations from the lake during high winds. 
New York, onor before the 20th of March, { During the latter part of the time, there was 








1853. 
JOSEPH M. SMITH, M. D. 
JOHN A. SWETT, M.D. 
W. PARKER, M.D. 
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Cholera at Buffalo.—Epidemic cholera 
has extensively prevailed during the past 
summer in Buffalo. The Editor of the 
Buffalo Medical Journal states (No. for 
Oct.): ‘‘ Cases of the disease began to make 
their appearance early in July, and continued 
to increase in number during that month. 


As no reports were made to the Board of 


Health, the nurnber of cases occurring in 
July cannot be ascertained. During the 
month of August, there were reported, by 
physicians and sextons, 326 deaths from 
cholera. 
death by cholera infantum, of which 128 
were reported during the month of August. 
The epidemic continued with unabated 
severity up to about the middle of Sept. 
At this time the weather became cold; a 
rain-storm of several days’ duration occurred, 
which was followed by fine autumnal 
weather, and the disease rapidly subsided. 
At the present time, September 25th, the 
city is nearly free from cholera ; and, except- 
ing some cases of dysentery, there is very 
little sickness. The number of deaths, 
reported by physicians and sextons, from 
September Ist to 12th inclusive, was 300. 
The whole number of deaths reported from 
August 1 to September 12, thus, amount to 
626. 
cases occurring prior to August, the fatality 
of the disease has been nearly, if not quite 
as great as in 1849. In that memorable 
season the number of deaths reported be- 
tween June 25th and September 7th was 
858, 

The duration of the epidemic during the 
past season was about the same as in 1849, 
commencing somewhat later, and continuing 
longer into September, occupying in its 
career a little over two months. 


This does not embrace cases of 


Including the unknown number of 


{ most suffering toward the eastern limits of 
the city, where the ground is low and 
marshy. Occasional cases, however, oc- 
curred in all parts of the city. 
; The poorer classes of society furnished a 
i large majority of the victims. At a rough 
estimate, nineteen-twentieths of the fatal 
cases were among the foreign population: 
viz., Irish, Germans, and Norwegians. 

The tendency to disorder of the digestive 
system, among all classes, during the pre- 
valence of the epidemic, was observed, as 
in 1849. Other affections were extremely 
infrequent. Medical practice consisted al- 
most exclusively in prescribing for diarrhcea ; 
so much so, that to meet with a case which 
did not involve special attention tothe bowels 
was almost a luxury, by relieving the mo- 
notony of the daily duties of the practitioner. 
It is common to regard the diarrhoea which 
coexists with a cholera epidemic as denoting 
a proclivity to the latter form of disease. 
Whether this view be correct, or not, the 
safest policy, undoubtedly, is to act upon 
the presumption of its being so. With 
medical treatment it is certain that these 
premonitory symptoms, as they are termed, 
very rarely eventuate in cholera. As re- 
spects this point, our own late experience 
accords with that which we gave in our 
report of the epidemic in 1849 (Buffalo 
Med. Journ. Nov. 1849). Out of the host 
of cases of diarrhoea which have come under 
treatment during the past summer, well 
marked cholera supervened but in a single 
instance ;* and, on the other hand, in the 
few cases of cholera that have occurred in 
our private practice, in all the disease was 
either developed abruptly, or the premoni- 
tory symptoms had been neglected.”’ 

Binocular Microscope.—At a meeting of 
the Physico-Medical Society, on Saturday 
evening, 2d October, Prof. J. L. Riddell 
called the attention of the Society to an in- 
strument of his own invention and manu- 
facture, which promises to be of incalcu- 
lable advantage in microscopic researches, 
‘ especially in the prosecution of microscopic 


’ 
é 
; 


‘ 





The disease prevailed most in sections of} anatomy and physiology. 


the city comparatively insalubrious. At 
first it was most rife at a part formerly 


known as the ‘‘ flats,’’ the ground being, as! 


$ He remarked that he last year contrived, 
2 


§ * In this case the patient was an infant. 
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and had lately constructed and used, a com- } and symmetry indeacribable.—New Orleans 
bination of glass prisms, to render both eyes } Monthly Medical Register. 

serviceable in microscopic observation. The _- 

plan is essentially as follows: Behind the | Poisonous Chloroform.—Mr. H. A. Hil- 
objective, and as near thereto as practicable, {dreth imputes the poisonous qualities of 
the light is equally divided, and bent at right } some kinds of chloroform to the fusel oil 
angles and made to travel in opposite direc- } contained in it. Dr. C. T. Jackson takes 
tions, by means of two rectangular prisms, } a similar view, and states that he suspects 
which are in contact by their edges, wae} Oe the very sudden death resulting from 
are somewhat ground away. The reflected } the inhalation of chloroform must have been 
rays are received at a proper distance for} produced by the presence of some poisonous 
binocular vision upon two other rectangular )} compound of amyle, the hypothetical radical 
prisms, and again bent at right angles, be- } of fusel vil (Boston Med. and Surg. Journ.). 
ing thus either completely inverted, for an} He adddces, however, no positive facts to 
inverted microscope, or restored to theirs substantiate this supposition. He hastens, 
original direction. These outer prisms may } nevertheless, to present this suspicion to the 
be cemented to the inner, by means of Can- } public, as he says “‘he has formerly been 
ada balsam ; or left free to admit of adjust- } charged with dilatoriness in presenting his 
ment to suit different observers. Prisms of} discoveries to the public, and he wishes to 
other form, with due arrangement, may be avoid a repetition of this accusation.’’ He 
substituted. seems now to be as overhasty as he was 

This method proves, according to Prof.’ before tardy, announcing his discovery in 
Riddell's testimony, equally applicable to? anticipation of making it. 
every grade of good lenses, from Spencer’s _ 
best sixteenth, to a common three-inch; Wills’s Hospital.—Dr. F. W. Sargent 
magnifier, with or without oculars or erect-? has been elected Surgeon of this Institute, 
ing eye-pieces, and with a great enhance- } to supply the vacancy caused by the death 
ment of penetrating and defining power. It} of Dr. Isaac Parrish. 
gives the observer perfectly correct views, 
in length, breadth, and depth, whatever} University of Virginio.—Dr. J. Law- 
power he may employ; objects are seen | rence Smith has been appointed Professor 
holding their true relative positions, and; of Chemistry in this Institution. 
wearing their real shapes. In looking at; 
solid bodies, however, depressions some-; New Hampshire State Lunatic Asylum. 
times ‘appear as elevations, and vice versa,}—Dr. John E. Tyler has been elected Su- 
forming a curious illusion; for instance, a; perintendent of this Institution, in place of 
metal spherule may appear like a glass ball} Dr. A. McFarland, resigned. 
silvered on the under side, and the margin 
of a wafer may seem to ascend from the 
wafer into the air. 

With this instrument the microscopic dis- 
secting-knife can be exactly guided. The, FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
watchmaker and artist can work under the 
binocular eyeglass with certainty and satis-; Double Amputation—Administration of 
faction. In looking at microscopic enimal} Chloroform —Fatal Result. — An engine- 
tissues, the single eye may perhaps behold } driver, a young man, was admitted into the 
a confused amorphous, or nebulous mass, | Bristol Infirmary, Aug. 3d, 1852, under 
which the pair of eyes instantly shape into} Mr. Green, at4 P.M. He quitted his en- 
delicate superimposed membranes, with in- } gine to shift the points, but on attempting 
tervening spaces, the thickness of which } to ascend he missed his footing and fell on 
can be correctly estimated. Blood corpus- } the rails, the engine passing over both legs. 
cles, usually seen as flat disks, loom out as} The right limb was crushed and lacerated 
oblate spheroids. Prof. R. asserted, inj from the upper third of the thigh to with- 
short, that the whole microscopic world) in a short distance of the ankle-joint. The 
could thus be exhibited in a new light, ac- | injury of the left limb was confined to the 
quiring a tenfold greater interest, display- } lower third of the leg, involving the ankle- 


ing in every phase a perfection of beauty ; joint and splintering the tibia; the foot was 
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only attached to the leg by the soft parts 
posteriorly. He was much depressed on 
admission; brandy to be given frequently. 
At half past seven P. M., reaction was 
fully established, his pulse was good, the 
skin was warm, and he had become im- 
patient of pain. It was considered that he 
was able to bear the operation. Chloro- 
form was inhaled, and Mr. Green removed 
the right thigh at the upper third by the 
circular method. Before the operation was 
completed, the pulse became very weak. 
Mr. Green ordered that the chloroform 
should be discontinued, it being his opinion 
that, in cases of extreme collapse, it has an 
unfavourable influence. Brandy was then 
freely given, and ammonia inhaled, by 
which means his powers revived. Mr. 
Green then removed the left leg at the 
upper third by the circular method. Dur- 
ing this time he was unconscious, but rest- 
less, the pulse sinking to a very low ebb, 
unless brandy was almost constantly being 
given. At the completion of the operation, 
he was greatly collapsed and insensible. 
He did not speak from this time up to his 
death, which occurred at six o’clock A. M., 
the following morning. It is, of course, 
difficult to say what amount of collapse is 
due to the operation, and what to the chlo- 
roform; it is a point that can only be deter- 
mined by the careful observation and com- 
parison of a great number of cases in which 
the agent is, and is not given. The im- 
pression left on the minds of two of the 
surgeons who were present at the operation 
I have related, was, that chloroform was 
prejudicial, and which was strengthened on 
comparing it with ihat of Faulkner, who 
was more depressed, and who underwent a 
more severe operation—viz., that of both 
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‘cure of cancerous affections, the subject 


‘has been discussed in the Bulletin Géné- 
¢rale de Thérapeutique, from which we ex- 
tract the following remarks: M. Devay 
accounts for the neglect into which conium 
has fallen by conjecturing that in former 
times the whole plant was used, including 
the seeds, in which he supposes the active 
principle to reside in a high degree; where- 
as, the leaves are now the only part of the 
plant directed to be employed, and, con- 
sequently, if his theory is correct, are not 
worthy of the confidence in which conium 
was held by Stork, Hoffman, Cullen, and 
many of the older physicians. M. Devay 
recommends the simultaneous employment 
of conium externally and internally, and 
asserts that in the early stage of scirrhus 
of the neck of the uterus, if so applied, a 
cure may in many instances be expected. 
This disease is so little amenable to medi- 
cine, that we should be inclined to adopt 
any measures which are at all likely to lead 
to a successful result ; and therefore, whén 
we find that a reason can be given for mo- 
dern failures, we are tempted to hope that 
such accurate observers as Hoffman and 
Stork have not misled themselves and us in 
the way which is now generally attributed 
to them. M. Devay describes the frequent 
occurrence of headache, colic, diarrhea, 
and trembling of the body during the use of 
the medicine, but does not discontinue it on 
that account. He advises us to begin with 
half a grain of the dried seeds in the form 
of a pill, which is to be gradually increased 
till the patient can take four or five grains 
twice a day. For the employment of the 
seeds as an injection, one drachm should be 





boiling water, then immediately filtered, 





thighs. I know that this opinion is con- and injected when cold into the vagina. 


trary to that most generally held; but{As an external application to malignant 
either the one or the other opinion can {tumours in other situations, M. Devay re- 


‘ois for a few minutes in an ounce of 
| 


only be supported by the result of cases. %commends what he calls bawme de conicine, 

Mr. Cole, in his work ‘‘On Military ¢ which, however, is too complicated in its 
Surgery in the Punjaub’’ (lately published), eran for any one but a professed 
speaks most decidedly against the employ- ‘pharmaceutist, and we must therefore refer 
ment of chloroform in amputations for in- {our readers who may wish to give it a trial 
juries.—Provincial Medical and Surgical {to the treatise itself, or to the journal from 
Journal. which we have made the above extract. 

wis y ei 

On the Use of the Seeds of the Hemlock; Gratuitous Medical Services—(We com- 
in lieu of the Leaves in the Cure of Can- {mend the following remarks to the attention 
cer.—MM. Devay and Guitiuiermonn, of tof the profession, and indeed of the pub- 
Lyons, having published an essay on the (lic:—] 
use of the active principle of conium in the ‘*One of the questions of the greatest im- 
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portance, in the present day, to medical ; trations of the truth of these remarks. From 
practitioners, is that of the enormousamount | the lowest to the highest, the leprosy of un- 
of gratuitous service rendered to the public } paid work infects our profession, and puts 
by the profession. Ina condition of society ; us really in the position of idlers and spend- 
never equalled in the history of the world ; thrifts; for to labour profitlessly is in its re- 


for industry and competition, we of the pro- 


fession of medicine stand alone in this par- | 
If the profession, as a body, were ‘ 
salaried by the State, the extent of their 


ticular. 


public labours producing no direct emolu- 
ment could not be greater than it is at pre- 


; sults much the same as idling or squander- 
ing. Let us take on this occasion the 
general hospitals of the metropolis, and the 
busy hive of medical men who serve and 
‘suffer in their service, and spread the in- 
;fluence of a bad example over the whole 


sent. This, the vice of our system, is ; profession. 

universal; it infests, more or less, all our; Modern London contains, for its nearly 
great institutions, and it enfeebles every } three millions of inhabitants, thirteen gene- 
individual practitioner in the kingdom. If} ral hospitals, all of them well appointed with 
we were a set of idle monks, instead of }every appliance for the relief of suffering 
being, as we are, the hardest-worked por- } humanity. In this list we include St. Bar- 
tion of the educated community, the unpaid ; tholomew’s, St. Thomas’s, Guy’s, the 
calls upon our time could not be more ab- } Westminster, St. Geotge’s, the London, 
sorbing. Without any disloyalty to the} ‘the Middlesex, University College, Char- 
pure and holy sentiment of charity, it well ; ; ing- cross, King’s College, the Royal Free, 
becomes us to inquire, whether the con- } ‘and St. Mary’s. The thirteen hospitals 
tinuance of such a state of things can be in- } possess a collective staff of from 140 to 150 
trinsically right, or prove beneficial to the } physicians and surgeons, all of whom we 
profession individually or collectively. We} must suppose to be fitted for the highest 
conscientiously believe that many of those ’ duties of the profession. Besides the ac- 
who might become the improvers of medi- ‘credited medical staff of each hospital, at 
cine and surgery sink, under the present : ‘least an equal number of qualified medical 
system, into mere drudges, their intellects ; practitioners are attached to them as resi- 


failing when they should strengthen; and ;dent medical officers, pathologists, regis- 


that numbers are dragged down to medio- ‘trars, and assistants of various kinds. ‘The 
crity by unceasing toil, without leisure for {poor persons and others—for all hospital 
study or for reflection. We are wont to ‘patients are not poor—seeking relief from 
pity the condition of the assistant naval sur- } our hospital system, amount to no less than 
geon on board ship; but really i in society ; the astounding number of 300,000 annually. 
our profession, as a body, is in much the ; We have extracted this amount, without 
same position. Numbers amongst us suffer ; 3; any wish to exaggerate from the best re- 
from corroding cares during a weary life- ° turns, as furnished by the hospitals them- 
time, vainly struggling against ' selves. The figures will be accredited 
‘ when we state that the largest of our noso- 
{comial establishments, the Royal Hospital 
and dying, after a life of fruitless toil, leav- ‘of St. Bartholomew, succours nearly 5500 
ing widows and orphans portionless and 5 in-patients annually, and that its in and out- 
unprovided. But our gratis work, while it; patients nearly reach 80,000 in the year. 
pierces our own sides, does not insure to us} Yet this vast system of relief, and the im- 
either the esteem or the gratitude of the ’ mense amount of medical and surgical skill 
public. On the contrary, we are despised ’ consumed in its bestowal, are nearly—we 
and contemned, because we ourselves set ) had almost said, entirely—gratuitous. Was 
so low a value upon the exercise of our art. ; ever such a spectacle of gratuitous toil ex- 
We are verily the knight-errants of modern ; hibited as that which is involved in these 
civilization, doing battle with disease and figures? We believe not. Moreover, we 
death for the mere honour of the thing, and ' are convinced that the most exalted charity 
as the age of chivalry has long since eva- ‘ could never justly call upon any set of men 
porated, we do not even get the empty | for such an enormous self-sacritice. 
guerdon of public praise and approbation. But some of the thirteen hospitals do 
There is no department of our profession | present their medical officers with a yearly 
from which we might not select apt illus- gratuity. Guy’s Hospital, for instance, pays 


“ Poverty’s unconquerable bar,” 
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its medical men much the same annual in the southern States of Europe, it is still 
salary as the porters at its gates receive. ; unknown; itis of extremely rare occurrence 
Grave and reverend men, overflowing with} in Germany. In France this scandal some- 
the love of the profession, receive pittances; times occurs. It is more frequent in Eng- 
inferior to the wages they pay their own { land, and of common occurrence in Ame- 
butlers or footmen. Much has been saidjrica. If America occupies in this respect 
of the penny-club system, and of self-{so unenviable a position amongst nations, 
supporting dispensaries. But really these } it depends upon the low standing of the 
cheeseparings are more insignificant than’ medical profession in that country, where 
the remuneration of either clubs or dispen- ; universities rise as easily as Sunday schools 
saries. We see, from time to time, public? amongst us (each university turning out 
revelations relating to deans and chapters, M. D.’s as fast as our gardeners do mush- 
explaining how a certain sum being left for } rooms) ; it depends also upon the low stand- 
the nourishment of those saintly personages ; ing of the morality accepted in the United 
who manage capitular revenues, and how; States. It is not likely that life and the 
this sum has grown, year by year, genera-; blessings of health should be adequately 
tion’ by generation, century by century, { appreciated by a people who have so little 
until a perfect plethora of income has been} respect for human nature, that they doom 
reached. It has been far otherwise with; to slavery those whose skins are a little 
our profession. Revenue has with us stood } darker than their own. It is not likely that 
still, or retrograded. The footman’s wages | the claims of the most learned of the grave 
which the physician at the borough hos professions, for services less tangible than 


¢ 

5 
pital receives, represents a sum and a time { cotton bales, should be always admitted by 
when fifty pounds was a large amount com. {a nation who consider piracy fair play, and 
pared with the fifty pounds of the present; who diligently rob of their well-deserved 
day. Yet governors are not ashamed, amid} reward those whose industry or genius 
their accumulated riches, to pay medical | have added to that stock of literary lore by 
men in the poorest coin; and medical nereed which the human mind is either instructed 


to their shame be it said, stoop to receive} or amused. Why should not the doctor’s 
it with humble and unrepining thanks.} claim be repudiated, since the States repu- 
Such being the state of affairs, can we? diate their debts? ‘The logic of crime is 
wonder that the aspect of the profession} inexorable, and after pillaging foreign share- 
should be prostrate and needy ?—Lancet, $ holders, it is but fair that they should plun- 
July 30, 1852. der each other.’’ 

The Provincial Medical and Surgical} Progress of Epidemics.—The smallpox 
Journal Slander on the American Medical; is raging most awfully in Jamaica; at the 
Profession: $date of the last report, no less than 5000 

{For the edification of our readers, “al persons had been attacked by it: upwards 
copy the following vulgar and scurrilous’ of 100 cases, many of them fatal, having 
calumny of the medical character and in-} occurred in three days. Measles are also 
stitutions of our country, perpetrated by?’ very prevalent. San Salvador, and other 
the editor of the Provincial Medical und ; states neighbouring Guatemala, have been 
Surgical Journal, in his No. for September; visited by immense swarms of locusts, 
13, 1852:—] } which have destroyed the crops in every 

‘* Every trial for malpractice is one of the; direction. At Navy Bay fevers are alarm- 
saddest of public scandals, for of necessity; ingly prevalent. Further up the river, 
it implies gross ignorance and neglect ned cholera has made its appearance. Several 
the part of the medical practitioner, or the ; cases at* Navy Bay presented the premoni- 
extreme of ingratitude in his patient, or in} tory symptoms. The cholera, accompanied 
the relatives of the patient. Ifthe medical; by typhus, is prevalent in several places 
man be not culpable, he must be a martyr.}in Upper Silesia. A late account states 
However complicated were the forms of; that, within eight days, in the town of 
judicature when Greece and Rome were in Landsberg, out of a population of 800, 
their splendour, we are not aware that they} there have been 60 deaths ; while 120 more 
had to deal with this form of suit. It is an; persons were then suffering from the dis- 
offspring of our civilization, In Italy and, ease. In the neighbouring village of Krzy- 
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zawzowitz, out of a population of 300, {nish it greatly. The schools in Warsaw, 
there had been from 6 to 10 deaths daily, } Sieradz, and Kalisch have been closed by 
from the first outbreak of the epidemic. In{order. The cholera is raging fearfully in 
both places, many houses are empty, the in- ; Russian Poland. The most recent news 
habitants having fled. The number of } from Upper Silesia, according to the official 
fatal cases is increased from the insuffi-} report, confirmed by the chief president of 
ciency of medical aid, and the extreme } the province, state that there had been, in 
poverty of the people of the district, many } Landsberg, up to the 17th inst., 246 cases, 
of whom are reported to be starving. Even} being nearly 25 per cent. of the population; 
in the past spring, they were compelled wt 0 these, 109, or 10 per cent. of the inhabit- 
resort to food unfit for cattle. The frozen? ants, had died from the disease, 62 reco- 
and half rotten potatoes left in the fields} vered, and 75 were still under treatment. In 
were gathered, dried and eaten, or boiled } the village of Krzyzawzowitz, 2 miles from 
with the grass-like shoots of green vegeta-}the town, the proportion has been still 
bles into a filthy broth; the rainy winter} greater, as 40 per cent. of the population had 
had even then produced a great amount of} been attacked ; the returns for the last three 
disease. In the report, the number of? days, however, show that the disease is 
deaths from typhus is not distinguished } decreasing rapidly; and it is supposed to 
from those of cholera. The district is on} have exhausted itself. It is not reported to 
the Polish frontier, within which the cholera} have advanced further westward. During 
is spreading, but no official report of the} the night of the epidemic at Landsberg, 
number of cases, or their proportion to the } that town was visited by M. von Schleinitz, 
population, has been made. In Warsaw,} the chief president, and ‘by Dr. Eitner, a 
the police authorities publish the returns, } member of the sanitary council, who found 
of which the last are tothe 11th and 12th of} that the only medical man there was just 
August; on the first date, 479 persons had dead of cholera; the apothecaries’ shops all 
been attacked, of whom 175 had died, and} closed for some days previously—all who 
199 recovered. There remained 1,279 in? could, had fled. Three physicians have 
the hospitals under treatment. On the 12th, } since been sent; and a Brother of Mercy, 
the number attacked was 485, deaths 170,$ qualified for the task, has undertaken the 
recovered 245; under treatment, 1,319. dutiesofthe apothecary. Two hospitals have 
Out of 277 persons attacked in one day, in} been opened, and food duly distributed to 
Warsaw, 103 died. A complete panic has? the destitute. Several districts in the Crimea 
occurred, and the people are constantly} have been devastated by clouds of locusts, 
crowding to the churches and places of} descending on the newly ripe cornfields. 
pilgrimage. The inhabitants of the city} There is now, it is said, no doubt that the 
are doing all they can, by the pean pra cholera is advancing from Poland in two 
of food, &c., to check the ravages of the? directions, north and west, as it is prevailing 
disease, but sanitary measures are indis-} in several districts, both in Silesia, the old 
pensably necessary. According to all ac-$ province of Prussia, and in the Polish part 
counts, Warsaw is a most filthy city, and} of the Duchy of Posen. In Peltschen, in 
the Poles generally care as little for personal} Posen, from 15 to 20 are dying daily out of 
cleanliness asthe Russians. The latest re-} a population of 5000, although it is said that 
ports from Warsaw consider the disease to} the disease is abating. In Jarocin and Neu- 
be abating, as the recoveries become more ; stadt, from the 22d of July to the 12th of 
numerous. On the 17th there were 402; August, 147 had been attacked, with 54 
cases, of whom 207 died; 1474 remained} deaths, and 47 recoveries, 46 remaining 
under treatment. Diarrhea and dysentery} under treatment. Doborzyca, Klonowo, 
are very prevalent in that city, and comatend Philadelphia had been severely visited. 
of the cases show indications of cholera,’ There was not any medical assistance to be 
the diarrhwa being choleraic. ‘The pro- obtained in any of these places. In Doborzy- 
gress of the disease towards the eastern ca, up tothe 18th inst., 305 persons had been 
provinces of Prussia is watched with great} attacked, of whom 114 died, 93 recovered, 
anxiety; hopes are entertained that, as}and 93 were still under treatment. The 
much of the mortality depends on low and } disease was most virulent on the 16th and 
bad diet, and even on positive starvation, } 17th inst.; on the 17th there were 19 deaths, 
the approaching harvest will tend to dimi- on the 18th only 12. The epidemic has since 
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spread to the villages of Strzyzewo, Wilcza, ; the Academy of Sciences, M. Brierre stated 
Hauland, in Polish and German Kozminer- that, having noticed that the potato blight 
Hauland, and in Karmin- Hauland, all in the ! did not occur on lands that had been covered 
frontier districts of Posen and Poland. The { by the sea, he made a strong solution of salt 
disease appears also to be following the {in water, and placed the cuttings in it for 
course of the Weichsel, northward to the ; some hours before planting, the result being 
shore of the Baltic. In the marshy dis- ’ perfect freedom from disease. At the same 
tricts about Marienwerder, it is raging with { meeting, M. Bayard, of Chateau Gouttier, 
great severity. Three villages, Grojau, | averred that the blight was owing to exces- 
Lichtman, and Nentiech, have lost two- ; sive vitality in the plant; and that, there- 
thirds of their inhabitants, but not all by { fore, before setting, he had inserted a pea 
death, as all who could have fled. Some {into each cutting ; both plants, the graft and 
fatal cases have occurred in Elbing and ; the potato, flourishing most healthily. As 
Dirschau, and some are recorded to have ; the pea vegetated first, M. Bayard supposes 
happened already in Berlin. — Late in- {it carried off the superabundant moisture 
telligence from the East states that the ; of the potato, and thus saved it from disease. 
cholera is committing dreadfal ravages in ; He, in fact, acted on the principle of counter- 
Persia, but the names of the districts prin- ; action by means of the issue, using a pea in- 
cipally afflicted are withheld. At Malta, { stead of the orange-bud. 
sickness of a fatal nature prevails, and num- ; _ 
bers die daily. It principally consists of} Hygienic Congress.—This Congress was 
smallpox and malignant fever, the latter | to have assembled at Brussels on the 20th 
carrying off its ‘victims in from 24 to 48! of Sept., and its session was to last three 
hours. The epidemic is abating in Dantzic; ; days. The most-distinguished men in Eu- 
in Kénigsberg 7 new cases were announced : rope who have taken an active part in sani- 
as from the Ist to the 2d. In the district of ' tary improvements are expected to be pre- 
Ureschen the returns also show a decrease. ‘sent. A variety of questions will come 
From the 4th to the 5th inst. there were 7 ; under discussion ; among others, the dwell- 
new cases of cholera reported in Berlin. ‘ings of the poor, hospitals, and other chari- 
From the 6th to the 7th there were three | table establishments, water-supplies, drain- 
new cases; in all there have been, since ; age, and street-cleansing. With reference 
the appearance of the disease, 121 cases } ‘to the last-named, Mr. Charles Cochrane, 
and 71 deaths—18 have been cured, and 323 who is as well known for his philanthropy 
are still under treatment. ie the Continent as he is in this country, 
_ ;and who has received a special invitation to 
Death from the Use of Chloroform.—The { be present, will submit a short treatise on 
papers report the decease of a Mr. Martin, { the ‘‘street-orderly system’’ for cleansing 
a cattle-dealer at Earlstoun, near Melrose, {the streets. The large experience of Mr. 
apparently the result of the use of chloro- ; Cochrane, and the sums he has expended 
form, administered to him by Dr. Brown, ‘ in sanitary improvement, will no doubt con- 
of the latter place, prior to the application : fer on his opinions considerable weight in 
of caustic to the surface of some ulcers. ‘ the estimation of the Belgian Government. 
The death was sudden—before the applica- ; - 
tion was completed. Dr. Brown, itis added, } New Alcohol.—M. Wurtz, Professor at 
did not use more chloroform than he had ; the Ecole de Médecine, has succeeded in ex- 
often done before, and the drug was of un.- | tracting from the oil of potatoes a new alco- 
doubted purity. (hol, which he calls Alcotl entylique. It is 
= ‘ obtained by repeated distillations. Its com- 
Medical Fees in Spain—The fee of a’ position is C,H 0,. 
Spanish physician at present is said to be | _ 
twopence from a tradesman, tenpence from: To Readers and Correspondents.—The 
a man of rank, and nothing from the poor. ' admirable Lectures of Prof. Simon on Ge- 
In Fran ce, the fee from a tradesman is from neral Pathology will be completed in our 
three to five francs ; from a man of rank and ;next No., and in the No. for January we 
wealth the amount varies, large sums being ‘shall recommence the republication of 
occasionally given. :Todd and Bowman’s General Anatomy, 
_ the completion of which has been so anx- 
The Potato Disease.—At a late sitting of iously looked for. 
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